Prince George County Public Schools
Celebrates Month of the Military Child

‘Purple Up! For Military Kids’

April 21, 2021
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The History of Month of the Military Child

e The recognition dates back to the mid-1980s, when
former U.S. Defense Sec. Caspar Weinberger named
April as the Month of the Military Child in 1986.

e The month-long recognition sought to highlight military
children and their families for the daily sacrifices they
make and the challenges they overcome.

e Deployments, extended separations, and frequent moves
are a regular part of life for military-connected children
and their families.

e These students often have unique life experiences that
serve to enrich both their classmates and the educators
teaching them, sharing stories of their journeys across the
country and abroad internationally.




Statistics: Military Service Members & Their Children

e According to the U.S. Department Defense, among
the 2.1 million military personnel serving our nation,
38 percent were either single parents or married and
raising children, accounting for over 1.5 million
military children aged O to 18.

e Of those children, nearly three-quarters fall in the
age range of 0 to 11 years old, and 60 percent
range in age from 6 to 18 years old.

e Many of these children are likely to be educated in
public schools, as recent U.S Department of
Education data showed more than 80 percent of
military children attend public schools.




PGCPS: Serving Our Fort Lee Families

e PGCPS serves as the educational partner to the families
of U.S. military service members stationed at Fort Lee,
where approximately 70,000 soldiers are trained annually,
per U.S. Army data.

e During the 2020-2021 School Year, PGCPS’ total
enroliment was 6,072. Of that total, 1,841 students, or 30
percent of PGCPS’ enrollment were children of military-
connected parents or guardians.

e The responsibility of supporting our military students and
their families is one PGCPS handles with pride. Our
schools regularly collaborate with Fort Lee on various
topics, and work closely with the Virginia Department of
Education in developing programs aimed at providing
resources & support to our military-connected families.




During the month of April, PGCPS has shared stories that
highlight the important role our military students and their
families have within our school communities.

On Facebook, graphics that detail statistics related to military
children and their families were featured, along with
encouraging our community to ‘Purple Up! in support of
military students on April 21.

These posts have help to tell the story of our military-
connected students to the thousands of people who follow the
school division’s official Facebook page.

Our Communications and Public Relations Department has
partnered with PGHS’ Social Media class to develop
additional digital content related to Month of the Military Child.

PGCPS & The Month of the Military Child
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PGCPS & The Month of the Military Child

Below are examples of some of the social media graphics shared on our Facebook page throughout April. In addition
PGCPS’ Facebook banner is purple for the entire month, encouraging our families to ‘Purple Up!
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In fact, the average child in a military fa ove six to nine
times during a school career. That's a of three times
more frequently than non-military-connected families
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PGCPS & The Month of the Military Child

Prince George County Public Schools Celebrates Military
e Also during April, Prince George County Public Schools distributed Students, Families During April’'s Month of the Military
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“Serving the needs of all of our students, inchuding those from military -connected families, is




THANK YQOU!

For Celebrating Month of the Military
Child & Supporting Our Military-
Connected Students & Families This
Month & Everyday!
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‘Purple Up Day’ is April 21, 2021! Be sure to wear purplp in
support of the wonderful military children in our schoolsand
community!

WHY PURPLE? The color purple signifies all branches of the U.S.
military are supported - U.5. Army green, Air Force blue, Marine
Corps red, Navy blue, and Coast Guard blue.
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